








2.10 Section 124 of the Act states: 

124 Suitability requirements 

(1) A casino operator's licence must not be granted and a casino venue
licence must not be renewed unless the Gambling Commission is
satisfied that the applicant and persons with a significant influence are
suitable.

(2) In considering whether an applicant or person with a significant influence
is suitable, the Gambling Commission must take into account the
following matters:

(a) the honesty of the applicant or person with a significant influence,
including-

(i) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has been convicted of a relevant offence; and

(ii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has been disciplined by a professional body for ethical
misconduct; and

(iii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has been disciplined in any way during previous involvement
with a casino; and

(iv) any other matters raised in the Police report, and the report of
any government agency to which the application is referred,
provided under section 125; and

(b) the financial position of the applicant or person with a significant
influence, including-

(i) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has ever been adjudged bankrupt; and

(ii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has been directly involved in the management of a company
that went into receivership or liquidation; and

(iii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has sufficient financial resources; and

(iv) whether the applicant or person has been prohibited or
disqualified from acting as a director or promoter of, or in any
way, whether directly or indirectly, being concerned or taking
part in the management of, a company under section
382, 383, or 385 of the Companies Act 1993; and

(v) whether the applicant or person has been prohibited from
acting as a director or directly or indirectly being concerned,
or taking part, in the management of a company
under section 299 of the Insolvency Act 2006; and

(c) the business skills of the applicant or person with a significant
influence, including-

(i) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has sufficient business management experience; and

(ii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has sufficient experience in casino operation or the operation
of similar ventures; and

(iii) whether the applicant or person with a significant influence
has qualifications relevant to the operation of a casino; and
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( d) the management structure of the applicant, including-

(i) whether that structure is suitably arranged for effective
compliance with this Act; and

(ii) the nature of all relevant interests in the financial and
management structure of the applicant; and

(iii) whether all such interests encourage the applicant's effective
compliance with the Act; and

( e) any other matter the Gambling Commission considers relevant.

2.11 In accordance with section 135(1 )(a), the Commission sought and received responses 

concerning the applicant and the 15 persons identified as persons with a significant 

influence at the Casino from the Police, New Zealand Insolvency and Trustee Service, the 

NZ Companies Office, and the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) as part of its 

investigations under section 125. Nothing of concern arose from the responses. 

2.12 The Commission also gave public notice of the receipt of CCL's application as required by 

section 135(1 )(b) and invited written submissions on the application and applications to 

appear at the public hearing, as required by section 135(1 )(c) and (d). The public notice 

was published in hardcopy form in the Christchurch Press, as well as in e-form in the Press 

online (stuff.co.nz) and a tile on "Neighbourly" for 14 days during June and July 2018. 

2.13 As required by section 135(1 )(e), the Commission separately gave notice that the public 

hearing would commence at 10am on 4 December 2018 at the Distinction Hotel, 14 

Cathedral Square, Christchurch. The hearing notice was published in hardcopy form in the 

Christchurch Press on 20 October, 24 October, and 10 November 2018. 

2.14 The Commission received 74 written submissions on the application and four applications to 

appear at the public hearing from The Salvation Army Oasis (SAO), Problem Gambling 

Foundation (PGF), the Christchurch City Council (the Council), and Mr David Abbott. In 

decision GC18/18 (27 September 2018), the Commission authorised CCL, SAO, PGF, and 

the Council to appear at the public hearing on 4 December 2018. 

2.15 As required by section 135(1 )(f), a copy of CCL's application (including supplementary 

amendments), the CIR, and other relevant documents were made available for inspection at 

the Commission's website: 

http://www. gam bl ingcom mission. govt. nz/gcwebs ite. nsf /wpg U RUCasino-Licence­
Cond itions-Renewal-of-Licence-for-the-Christchurch-Casino! Open Document 

2.16 As required by the Commission's directions regarding the conduct of the hearing in Decision 

GC18/18, CCL filed, prior to the hearing, six signed statements of evidence, including 

statements from both Mr Baines and Mr Butcher which responded to a peer review report by 

Professor Paul Delfabbro of the University of Adelaide dated April 2018. 
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