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DECISION ON AN APPLICATION BY SKYCITY AUCKLAND LIMITED
TO REDESIGNATE THE GAMBLING AREA AT THE AUCKLAND CASINO

Introduction

1. SKYCITY Auckland Limited (“SCAL”) applied to the Commission:

A

(a) to redesignate the Gambling Area at the Auckland casino, under condition 9 of
SCAL'’s venue licence and section 139 of the Gambling Act 2003 (the “Act’); and

(b) to vary conditions 9 and 9A of SCAL’s venue licence, under section 139 of the

Act, to incorporate the redesignated Gambling Area.

Act and licence conditions

2. The relevant section of the Act is as follows:

139 Conditions of casino licence

(1)  The Gambling Commission may specify the conditions of a casino licence or
vary or revoke the conditions of a casino licence in the following
circumstances:

(a) on granting a casino operator’s licence:

(b)  onrenewing a casino venue licence:

(c) on approving a casino venue agreement or an amendment to it:
(d)  on application by the holder of the casino licence:

(e) onits own initiative or on the request of the Secretary.

(2) A condition of a casino licence specified under subsection (1}—
(a)  must be consistent with this Act; and
(b) must contribute to achieving the purposes of this Act; and
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(c)  must contribute to the efficient and effective administration of this Act;

and

(d)  must not permit an increase in the opportunities for casino gambling;

and

(e) may relate to any matter, including the matters specified in Schedule 1,
within the confines of paragraphs (a) to (d).

3. The relevant licence conditions, with the proposed variations to conditions 9

shown in mark-up, are as follows:

SCAL’s venue licence

9.

9A.

SCAL’s submissions

The current Gambling Area for the casino venue is delineated in the
plan attached as Schedule 1 to these conditions. A first alternative
Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 2. A
second alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached
as Schedule 2A3. A third alternative Gambling Area is delineated
in the plan attached as Schedule 34. A fourth alternative Gambling
Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 3A5. A fifth
alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached as
Schedule 46. A sixth alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the
plan attached as Schedule 4A7Z. A seventh alternative Gambling
Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 5ZA. An eighth
alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached as
Schedule 5A8. A ninth altemative Gambling Area is delineated in
the plan attached as Schedule 6. A tenth altemative Gambling
Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 6A.

A change of Gambling Area will take effect subject to the Licence
Holder providing the Commission and the Inspectorate a minimum
of 10 working days prior notice in writing of its intention to adopt
one of the approved Gambling Areas referred to in Condition 9 and
shown in Schedules 1, 2, 2A, 3, 3A, 4, 4A, 5, 6A, 6_and 6A.—7—7A
and-8.

4. SCAL submitted, in summary, as follows:

and 9A

(a) it wants to relocate the Jade Dragon restaurant from level 1 to level 3. Initially the

restaurant will be positioned in the space previously occupied by the Blend Café,

but it intends to expand the facility into the area currently housing the Baccarat

Room.

(b) As part of the restaurant will be housed in an area which is designated as

Gambling Area, it seeks a redesignation to exclude this area. This will ensure

that patrons dining at the restaurant will not be subject to an age restriction.

(c) It currently has two other applications before the Commission to redesignate the
Gambling Area at the Auckland casino. The outcome of those applications may

have some bearing on the schedules for which approval is sought in this

application.
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(d) This application seeks approval for a new schedule 2A, with amendments to all
other schedules to remove the area in question from the designated gambling

area.

The Secretary’s submissions

5. The Secretary submitted that the application raised no issues of regulatory concern.
Analysis
6. SCAL has applied to redesignate the Gambling Area at the Auckland casino, to exclude

an area which will eventually be occupied by the relocated Jade Dragon restaurant.
SCAL’s proposal, which will reduce the Gambling Area, raised no issues of regulatory

concern.

7. SCAL has sought approval for a number of Gambling Area schedules to cover the
outcomes of previous applications to the Commission; outcomes which were not known

when the current redesignation application was made, but which are now known.

8. The Commission has amended conditions 9 and 9A to incorporate those Schedules that
have been approved, and removed reference to those Schedules that are no longer

relevant, resulting in Schedules 1, 2, 2A, 3, 4, 5 and 6 being approved.

Decision

9. The Commission approved:

(a) the redesignation of the Gambling Area in the manner proposed, under condition

9 of SCAL’s venue licence and section 139 of the Act; and

(b) a variation to conditions 9 and 9A of SCAL'’s venue licence, under section 139 of

the Act. Conditions 9 and 9A now read as follows:

9. The current Gambling Area for the casino venue is delineated in the
plan attached as Schedule 1 to these conditions. A first alternative
Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 2. A
second alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached
as Schedule 2A. A third altemative Gambling Area is delineated in
the plan attached as Schedule 3. A fourth alternative Gambling
Area is delineated in the plan attached as Schedule 4. A fifth
alternative Gambling Area is delineated in the plan attached as
Schedule 5. A sixth altemative Gambling Area is delineated in the
plan attached as Schedule 6.

9A. A change of Gambling Area will take effect subject to the Licence
Holder providing the Commission and the Inspectorate a minimum
of 10 working days prior notice in writing of its intention to adopt
one of the approved Gambling Areas referred to in Condition 9 and
shown in Schedules 1, 2, 2A, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
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10. Schedules 1, 2, 2A, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are attached.

Right of appeal

11. Pursuant to section 235 of the Act, a person affected by this decision may appeal that
decision to the High Court. An appeal must be made within 15 working days of the date
of notice of the Commission’s decision, or any longer period that the High Court may

allow.
Lisa Hansen

Gambling Commissiop g,

for and on behalfof the
Gambling ComiNisséoR p BLIN
G
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