GC30/13
IN THE MATTER  of the Gambling Act 2003

AND on an application by SKYCITY
CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
for approval of new game mixes for
the Auckland casino

BEFORE THE GAMBLING COMMISSION

Members: G L Reeves (Chief Gambling Commissioner)
P J Stanley
L M Hansen
R D Bell

Date of Application: 2 August 2013
Date of Decision: 13 September 2013

Date of Notification
of Decision: om September 2013

DECISION ON AN APPLICATION BY SKYCITY CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
FOR APPROVAL OF NEW GAME MIXES FOR THE AUCKLAND CASINO

Introduction

1. SKYCITY Casino Management Limited (“SCML”) applied to the Commission, under
condition 9 of SCML’s operator’s licence for the Auckland casino, for approval of new

game mixes for the Auckland casino.

Licence condition

2. The relevant licence condition is as follows:

SCML’s operator’s licence (Auckland)

9. The Licence Holder may operate on casino gaming tables the game types and
game mix(es) specified by the Commission in Annex A attached to this
Licence. As an alternative to Annex A, the Licence Holder may operate on
casino gaming tables the game types and game mix(es) specified by the
Commission in any additional annex approved by the Commission and
attached to this Licence. The Licence Holder must give the Inspectorate prior
notification before it commences operation under a different annex. The game
types and game mixes specified in an annex can only be changed by the
Commission.

SCML’s submissions

3. SCML submitted, in summary, as follows:

A
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(a) It has four approved game mix Annexes for the Auckland casino; A-D. On
28 June 2013, it sought Commission approval to incorporate its game mixes into

a single Annex, Annex A.
(b) It seeks approval to amend Annex A in the following ways:

(a) all Midi Baccarat games in the four international salons will be played on a
layout featuring 7 boxes rather than 9 boxes;

(b) the number of Poker tables on the MGF will be reduced;

c the number of Mini Baccarat tables on the MGF will be increased,;

(c)
(d) it the number of Black Jack tables on the MGF will be increased,;
(e)

e Black Jack games which provide for back-betting restrictions will be
removed.
(c) The combined game mix with the most opportunities for casino gambling has

fewer player spaces and opportunities than the regulatory benchmark, as follows:

o Player spaces Overall opportunities
Game mix A 2,262 68,363 ]
Combined game mixes 2,260 62,800

The Secretary’s submissions

The Secretary agreed with SCML’s arithmetical calculations, which suggest that none of
the proposed game mixes provide for more player spaces or overall opportunities than
the benchmark game mix. Given this, and following decision GC24/13, SCML'’s proposal

does not raise any issues of regulatory concern.

Analysis

SCML has sought Commission approval to amend its game mix annex, Annex A.
SCML’s proposed changes are set out in paragraph 3(b) above, although SCML’s
statement that it wants to remove Black Jack games which provide for back-betting
restrictions is not clear. SCML's proposal, if approved, would not result in the removal of
Black Jack games which include back-betting restrictions; rather SCML seeks approval of
additional game mixes for the main gaming floor which include Black Jack tables with no
betting restrictions. Game mixes with back-betting restrictions on Black Jack tables will

still be available should SCML'’s proposal be approved.

The Commission compared SCML's proposal against the approved game mix which
provides the most opportunities for casino gambling, game mix A. In doing so, the
Commission identified the game mix for each Gambling Area at the Auckland casino

which offers the most opportunities, combined them, and compared the combination with

WK
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game mix A. The Commission was satisfied, in the round, that SCML'’s proposal offered
fewer overall opportunities than game mix A when regard was had to the player spaces,
including the number of games with unlimited player spaces, and the relative speeds of

the games introduced.

Decision

7. The Commission approved the amended Annex A under condition 9 of SCML’s operator’s

licence for the Auckland casino. Annex A is attached.

Lisa Hansen
Gambling Commissioner

for and on behalf#f
Gambling Comgiission

GAMEBLING
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