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IN THE MATTER  of the Gambling Act 2003

AND on an application by SKYCITY
CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
for approval of new game mixes for
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Members: G L Reeves (Chief Gambling Commissioner)
P J Stanley
L M Hansen
R D Bell
A K Foote

Date of Application: 5 July 2012
Date of Decision: 17 August 2012

Date of Notification
of Decision: SO  August 2012

APPLICATION BY SKYCITY CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
FOR APPROVAL OF NEW GAME MIXES FOR THE AUCKLAND CASINO

Introduction

1. SKYCITY Casino Management Limited (“SCML”") applied to the Commission for approval,
under condition 9 of SCML'’s operator's licence for the Auckland casino, of new game

mixes.

Licence condition

2. The relevant licence condition is as follows:

SCML’s operator's licence (Auckland)

9. The Licence Holder may operate on casino gaming tables the game types
and game mix(es) specified by the Commission in Annex A attached to this
Licence. As an alternative to Annex A, the Licence Holder may operate on
casino gaming tables the game types and game mix(es) specified by the
Commission in any additional annex approved by the Commission and
attached to this Licence. The Licence Holder must give the Inspectorate
prior notification before it commences operation under a different annex. The
game types and game mixes specified in an annex can only be changed by
the Commission.

Submissions by SCML

3. SCML submitted, in summary, as follows:

(a) It has four approved Annexes, A, B, C and D, and seeks approval to vary the

game mixes within those Annexes.
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(b) It wants additional game mixes for the international salons and the Main Gaming

Floors on levels 2 and 3.

(c) In terms of assessing overall rates of play it has used figures derived from earlier

trials which have been considered by the Commission.

(d) It has assessed the impact of each of the game mixes on player spaces and
overall gambling opportunities. For those games where the maximum number of
player positions is not fixed by game rules, it has applied the same theoretical

maximum that it has applied in previous applications.

Annex A

(e) The new game mixes will not increase opportunities for casino gambling as the
overall gambling opportunities are fewer than those offered by the regulatory
benchmark. To demonstrate this it has combined the five game mixes from Level
5 that offer the most opportunities, with the game mix that offers the most
opportunities from the rest of the casino. The overall player spaces and

opportunities from these combined mixes are shown below.

Salon Game mix Player spaces Opportunity
Level 5 South Side 82 A 54 1,593
86 A 54 1,503

] i 88 A 108 3,186

Level 5 North Side 81 A 108 3,186
B Eight D 376 10,593

Rest of casino | Levels 2+3 P 1,562 41,934
 Total | -~ ) 2,262 62,085

4] The combined game mixes produce equal player spaces but fewer overall

opportunities than the regulatory benchmark, as follows:

Game mix | Playerspaces | Opportunity

Combined 2,262 62,085

Benchmark 2,262 68,363
Annex B

(9) The new game mixes will not increase opportunities for casino gambling as the
overall gambling opportunities are fewer than those offered by the regulatory
benchmark. To demonstrate this it has combined the five game mixes from Level
5 that offer the most opportunities, with the game mix that offers the most
opportunities from the rest of the casino. The overall player spaces and

opportunities from these combined mixes are shown below.
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Salon Game mix Player spaces Opportunity
Level 5 South Side 82 A 54 1,593
86 A 54 1,593
88 A B 162 4,779
Level 5 North Side 81 A 108 3,186
Eight D 376 10,593
Rest of casino Levels 2+3 P 1,508 40,098
Total 2,262 61,842

The combined game mixes produce equal player spaces but fewer overall

opportunities than the regulatory benchmark, as follows:

Game mix | Player spaces | _Opportunity

Combined 2,262 61,842 !

Benchmark 2,262 68,363 |
Annex C

The new game mixes will not increase opportunities for casino gambling as the
overall gambling opportunities are fewer than those offered by the regulatory
benchmark. To demonstrate this it has combined the five game mixes from Level
5 that offer the most opportunities, with the game mix that offers the most
opportunities from the rest of the casino. The overall player spaces and

opportunities from these combined mixes are shown below.

Salon Game mix Player spaces Opportunity

Level 5 South Side 82 A 54 1,593

86 A 54 1,593

I 88 A 108 3,186

Level 5 North Side 81 A 108 3,186

[ Eight D 424 12,144
Rest of casino Levels 2+3 Q 1,514 40302

Total ' 2,262 62,004

The combined game mixes produce equal player spaces but fewer overall

opportunities than the regulatory benchmark, as follows:

Game mix Player spaces Opportunity |

Combined 2,262 62,004

Benchmark 2,262 68,363
Annex D

The new game mixes will not increase opportunities for casino gambling as the
overall gambling opportunities are fewer than those offered by the regulatory
benchmark. To demonstrate this it has combined the five game mixes from Level
5 that offer the most opportunities, with the game mix that offers the most
opportunities from the rest of the casino. The overall player spaces and

opportunities from these combined mixes are shown below.
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Salon ~Game mix Player spaces Opportunity
Level 5 South Side 82 A 54 1,593
86 A 54 1,593
88 A 162 4,779
Level 5North Side | 81 A 108 3,186
Eight D 424 12,144
Rest of casino Levels 2+3 P 1,460 | 38,466
Total B 2,262 61,761 |
U] The combined game mixes produce equal player spaces but fewer overall

opportunities than the regulatory benchmark, as follows:

Game mix Player spaces | Opportunity
Combined 2,262 61,761 B
Benchmark | = 2,262 68,363

The Secretary’s submissions

4, The Secretary submitted that SCML'’s calculations appear accurate and suggest that the
introduction of the new game mixes will not lead to an increase in the opportunities for

casino gambling.

Analysis

5. SCML sought Commission approval to add new game mixes to Annexes A, B, C and D of
its operator’s licence. The new game mixes are for Salons 82, 86 and the Main Gaming

Floor.

6. The Commission’s approach when considering whether a proposal will increase
opportunities for casino gambling is to compare what is proposed against the regulatory
benchmark and form a view, in the round, on whether the proposal will increase

opportunities for casino gambling.

7. The Commission carried out a comprehensive assessment, in the round, of the
combination of game mixes from Annexes A, B, C and D which appeared to offer the
most opportunity with the level of opportunity offered by the regulatory benchmark (game
mix A). The Commission was satisfied that the game mixes in combination in each of
Annexes A, B, C and D would not increase the opportunities for casino gambling over

those offered by game mix A.
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Decision

8. The Commission approved the new Annexes A, B, C and D, under condition 9 of SCML'’s
operator's licence for the Auckland casino. Annexes A, B, C and D are attached.

Graeme Reeves
Chief Gambling Commissioner
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