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IN THE MATTER  of the Gambling Act 2003

AND on an application by SKYCITY
CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
for approval of new game mixes for
the Auckland casino

BEFORE THE GAMBLING COMMISSION

Members: G L Reeves (Chief Gambling Commissioner)
L M Hansen
R D Bell
D C Matahaere-Atariki
W N Harvey

Date of Application: 29 August 2014

Date of Decision: 10 October 2014
Date of Notification __ » /|
of Decision: Q) October 2014

DECISION ON AN APPLICATION BY SKYCITY CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
FOR APPROVAL OF NEW GAME MIXES FOR THE AUCKLAND CASINO

Introduction

1. SKYCITY Casino Management Limited (“SCML") applied to the Commission, under
condition 9 of SCML's operator’s licence for the Auckland casino, for approval of a new

game mix Annex for the Auckland casino.

Licence condition

2. The relevant licence condition is as follows:

SCML’s operator's licence (Auckland)

9. The Licence Holder may operate on casino gaming tables the game types and
game mix(es) specified by the Commission in Annex A attached fo this
Licence. As an alternative to Annex A, the Licence Holder may operate on
casino gaming tables the game types and game mix(es) specified by the
Commission in any additional annex approved by the Commission and
attached to this Licence. The Licence Holder must give the Inspectorate prior
notification before it commences operation under a different annex. The game
types and game mixes specified in an annex can only be changed by the
Commission.

SCML's submissions

3. SCML submitted, in summary, as follows:

(a) It has an approved game mix Annex for the Auckland casino, Annex A.
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{b) It wants to add 20 game mixes to the game mixes already approved for

deployment on the Main Gaming Floor (“MGF”). These new game mixes will be
labelled DQ-EJ.

(c) The new game mixes have been developed to accommodate the introduction of a
newly authorised game, “Lunar Poker”, and provide the deployment of either 1 or
2 such games In each mix, with a consequential reduction of other games.

{d) It conducted a trial to help with the assessment of the casino gambling
opportunities offered by Lunar Poker. Three players participated in the trial, which
was observed by the DIA. An automatic shuffler was used to deal the games.
Eleven rounds were dealt over a 15 minute period. The results indicated that the
theoretical rate of play for Lunar Poker is the iowest of all table games. Therefore
the introduction of Lunar Poker at the expense of the other games will not
increase the overall casino gambling opportunities.

The Secretary's submissions

4. The Secretary agreed with SCML's submission that none of the proposed new game
mixes will increase opportunities for casino gambling.

Analysis

5. SCML sought Commission approval to amend Annex A In order to deploy 20 new game
mixes on the MGF.

6. The Commission has imposed a requirement for approved game mixes in order to control

growth in opportunities for casino gambling. When asked to approve changes to
approved game mixes, the Commission must ensure that approval would not increase
opportunitles for casino gambling compared to the opportunities provided by the
regulatory benchmark. In doing so, it forms a view, in the round, whether the proposal will

increase available opportunities.

7. In this instance, SCML's proposal would result in limited changes to game mixes already
approved for the MGF only. The Commission therefore commenced its deliberations by
comparing the proposed game mixes for the MGF with the existing approved game mixes
for the MGF, to see whether the proposed mixes would increase opportunities in that
area. The proposed change involves substituting a new game, Lunar Poker, for games
that offer more opportunities for casino gambling, in terms of player numbers and game
speed. Accordingly, the Commission concluded that the proposed changes in the
proposed game mixes would not increase opportunities for casino gambling on the MGF,

compared to what Is curently permitted there.
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8. As the Commission concluded that the proposed game mixes would not increase

opportunities for casino gambling on the MGF and no amendments were proposed to
game mixes for other areas at the casino, the Commission was satisfied that the
proposed game mixes would not increase the overall opportunities for casino gambling at
the Auckland casino.

Decision

9. The Commission approved the amended Annex A under condition 9 of SCML's operator's

'\__./’é:/";, -
Graeme Reeves
Chief Gambling Commissioner

for and on behalf of the
Gambling, Commissi
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