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DECISION ON AN APPLICATION BY SKYCITY CASINO MANAGEMENT LIMITED
FOR APPROVAL OF A NEW GAME MIX ANNEX FOR THE AUCKLAND CASINO

Introduction

/% March 2015

1. SKYCITY Casino Management Limited ("SCML") applied to the Commission, under

condition 9 of SCML's operator’s licence for the Auckland casino, for approval of four new

game mixes for the area known as “Eight”.

Licence conditions

2. The relevant licence conditions are as follows:

SCML’s operator's licence (Auckland)

9.

Decision GC06-15

The Licence Holder may operate on casino gaming tables the game types and
game mix{es) specified by the Commission in Annex A attached to this
Licence. As an alternative to Annex A, the Licence Holder may operate on
casino gaming tables the game types and game mix(es) specified by the
Commission in any additional annex approved by the Commission and
attached to this Licence. The Licence Holder must give the Inspectorate prior
notification before it commences operation under a different annex. The game
types and game mixes specified in an annex can only be changed by the
Commission.



SCML’s submissions

3. SCML submitted, in summary, as follows:

(a) It has a game mix Annex for the Auckland casino, Annex A. This Annex sets out
the approved game mixes that can be deployed in each of the casino’s six

location specific gambling areas.

(b) It wants to add four new game mixes to the area known as “Eight”, which will be
labelled AB-AE.

(c) For the four proposed game mixes, a Caribbean Stud Poker game has been
replaced by, respectively, Roulette, Midi Baccarat, Black Jack and 30 player

Electronic Roulette/Baccarat/Tai Sai (compared to approved game mix D).

(d) In order to remain within the regulatory benchmark of player spaces, it has
replaced a number of the 7-box Black Jack games with 5-box Black Jack games.

(e) A table is attached to its application which sets out the player spaces and casino
gambling opportunities for each game mix. It is satisfied that the new game mixes

will not increase opportunities for casino gambling.

The Secretary’s submissions

4. The Secretary submitted, in summary, as follows:

(a) He agreed with SCML’s submission that none of the proposed new game mixes

will increase opportunities for casino gambling.

(b) He noted some errors in SCML's calculations of gambling opportunities and
player spaces for game mixes AA, Y and X, and suggested that a review of the
final calculations for the existing approved game mixes may be necessary to
ensure there are no further errors. In relation to the proposed game mixes, the

corrected calculations will still not increase opportunities for casino gambling.

(c) In reply, the Applicant stated that it has reviewed both Annex A and the
accompanying game mix data and found no further errors. It submitted revised

documents for the Commission’s consideration.

Analysis

5. SCML is seeking Commission approval to introduce four new game mixes into one of its

six location specific gambling areas; the area known as Eight.
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6. When asked to approve changes to approved game mixes, the Commission must ensure
that approval would not increase opportunities for casino gambling compared to the
opportunities provided by the regulatory benchmark. In doing so, it forms a view, in the

round, whether the proposal will increase available opportunities.

7. In this instance, SCML'’s proposal would result in the addition of new game mixes for the
Eight area only. The Commission therefore commenced its deliberations by comparing
the proposed game mixes with the existing approved game mixes for Eight, to see
whether the proposed mixes would increase opportunities in that area. A table comparing
the proposed game mixes with the existing approved game mix which generates the most

opportunities for Eight, game mix D, is as follows:

o - - D AB AC AD | AE
| Black Jack - 7 box (automatic shuffler) 3 0 0 1 0
Black Jack - 5 box (automatic shuffler) 0 3 3 3 3
Caribbean Stud Poker 1 0 o | 0 0
|_Midi Baccarat - 9 box (Style A) 5 5 5 5 5
Midi Baccarat - 9 box (Style B) 5 5 5 5 4
Midi Baccarat - 7 box (Style B) 0 0 1 |0 |1 1 |
Mini Baccarat - 1 0 0 0 0o
Pai Gow 0 1 1 1 1
Roulette o 3 4 3 3 3
Electronic Roulette/Electronic Baccarat/ Electronic 0 0 0 1
Tai Sai (30 player spaces) -
Total 18 18 18 18 18
8. The Commission concluded that the proposed game mixes would not increase

opportunities for casino gambling in Eight compared to what is currently permitted there.

9. As the Commission concluded that the proposed game mixes would not increase
opportunities for casino gambling in Eight, and no amendments were proposed to game
mixes for other areas at the casino, the Commission was satisfied that the proposed
game mixes would not increase the overall opportunities for casino gambling at the

Auckland casino.

Decision

10. The Commission approved the amended Annex A under condition 9 of SCML'’s operator's

licence for the Auckland casino. Annex A is attached.

Right of appeal

1. Pursuant to section 235 of the Act, a person affected by this decision may appeal that
decision to the High Court. An appeal must be made within 15 working days of the date
of notice of the Commission’s decision, or any longer period that the High Court may

allow.
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Graeme Reeves
Chief Gambling Commissioner

for and on behalf of the
Gambling Commissiopess

(& March 215
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